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8 e LITTLE PRTNCESS

cannot understand why they did not mention themselves to me
at first. 'lhey r.vere as real as Sara, and it was caretess of them not
to come out of the story shadou4and and say: 'Here I am - tell
about me.' But they did not - which wxs their fault and not
mine, People who live in the story one is writing ought to colne
lbrward at the beginning and tap the writing person on the
shoulder and say: 'Hallo, rvhat about me?' If they don't, no one

can be blamed but themselves and their slouching, idle wa1s.

After the play of A Little Princess 'was produced in New York,
and so many children went to see it and liked Becky and Lottie
and Melchisedec, my publishers asked rne if I could not write
Sara's stor,v over again and put into it all the thirrgs and people

who had been left out before, and so I have done it; and when I
began I found there were actually pages and pages of things
which had happened that had never been put elren into the play,

so in this new Little Princess I have put all I have been able to
discover,

FreNcrs Horre soN BunNEm

CHAPTER I

Sarn

Once on a dark winter's day, when the yellow foe
and heary in the streets of London that the lamp
and the shop windows blazed with gas as thev d

odd-looking litde girl sat in a cah with her father, r

rarher slowly through the big thoroughfares,
She sat with her feet tucked under her, and lear

father, who held her in his arm, es she stared our
at the passing people with a queer old-fashioned I

in her big eyes.

She was such a little girl that one did not erpec
look on her small face. It would have been an old i

of twelve, and Sara Crewe was only seven.
however, that she was always dreaming and thinkr
and could not herself remember any time when sh,

thinking things about grown-up people and *
belonged to. She felt as if she had lived a long, lon

At this moment she was remembering the vor-as
made from Bombay with her father, Captain Cr
thinking of the big ship, of t}re lascars passing sile:
on it, ofthe children playing about on the hot dec,
young of;ficers' v'ives who used to trv to make hs
and laughed at the things she said.

Principally, she was thinting of what a queer th
at one time one was in Indja in the blazing sun. a:

middle of the ocean, and then driving in a sr

through sffange streets where the day was as dar,
She found this so pvzling that she moved closer r,
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IO A LITTLE PRINCESS

'Papa,' she seid in a low, mvstedous little voice rvhich was

almost a rrhisper, 'papr.'
'\4&at is it, darling?' Captain Crewe answered, holding her

closer and looking dovrr into her face. '14'hat is Sara thinking ofi'
'Is ttris the place?' Sara whispered, cudt{ling still closer to him.

'Is it, papa?'

'Yes, little Sara, it is. We have reached it at last,' And though
she was only seven years old, she knew thrt he felt sad when he

said it.
It seemed to her many lrears since he had begun to prepare her

rnind for 'the place', as she alwa,r-s ctlled it, Her mother had died
when she was botn, so she had never known or missed her. IIer
youngr handsc,rne, rich, petting father seemed to be the only
relation she had in the world. They had alwal,s played together
and been fond of each other She onl1, knew he was riqh hecause

she had heard people say so when they thought she was not
listening, and she had also heatd them sry that when she gpew up
she would be rich too, She did not know all that being rich
meant. She had always lived in a beautiful bungalow, and had
been used to seeing manF sersants who made salaams to her and
called her 'Missee Sahib', and gave her her own wa)'in every-
thing. She had had tolx and peLs and an a1.ah who worshipped
her, and she had gradually learned that people who were tich
had these things, That, however, lvas a-li she knelv about it.

During her short life only one thing had toutrled her, and that
thing was 'the place' she was to be taken to sorneday. The
climate of India \vas very bad fcrr ehildren, and es soon as

possible they were sent eway from it - generally to England and

to school. She had seert other children go away, and had heard
their fathers and mothers talk about the letters they received
from them, She had kn,:wn that she wouid be obliged to go also,

and though sometitnes her father's stories of the voyage and the
new country- had attracted her, she had been ftonbled by the
thought that he could not stny with het,

'Couldn't you go to that place with nre, papal' she had asked

when she was five years old. 'Couldn't )rou go to school too? I
would help 1.ou with your lessons,'

A LITTLE PRINCESS

'But you will nc,t have to stay for a very long tin
he had always said. 'You will go to a nice house *.I
be a lot of little girls, and you will play together, a

you plentr of books, and you will grow so fast thr
scarcel1, a vear befbre you ere big enough and c1e'
come back and take care of papa.,

She had liked to think of that. To keep the house
to ride with him and sit at the head of his table
dinner-parties; to talk to him and read hjs books -
what she would like most in the world, and if one m
'the place' in England to attain it, she must make u
go. She did not care vely much ftrr other little girls.
plenty of trooks she could console herself. She like
than anlthing else, and was, in fact, alway5 invent
beautiful things, and telling them ro herself. Some
told rhern to her father, and he had liked them as mt

'\,Vell, papa,' she said softly, 'if rve are here I sup
be resigned.'

He laughed at her old-fashioned speech and h
was really not at all resigned himself, though he L

keep tJrat a secrer. His quaint little Sara had '

companion to him, and he felt he should be a

when, on his return to India, he went into his bunei
he need not expect to see the srnall figure in its ivhit
forward to meet him. So he held her yerv closelt
the cab rolled into the big, dull square in *hi.h ,t"
wfiich was their destination.

It was a big, dull, trrick house, exactly like all the
row, but that on the front door there shone a b
n-hich was engraved in black letters:

MISS MINCHIN
Selex Seminaryt for yowng Ladies

'Hefe we are, Sara,' said Captain Crewe, mah
sound as cheerful as possible. Then he lifted her o
and they mounted the steps and rang the bell, Sara c
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IZ A LITTLE PRINCESS

afterwards that the house ',vas somehow exectly like tr{iss Minchin.
It was respectable and well-furnished, but everything in it was

ugly; and the very armchairs seemed to have harcl bones in them.

In the hall eventhing rras hard and polished - erren the red

cheela of the moon face of the tall clock in the corner had a

severe varnished look, -fhe drawinp;-room into which they were

ushered was covered by a carpet with a square pattefn upon it,
the chairs were square, and a heavy marble timepiece stood upon
the heaw marble mantel.

As she sirt down in one of the stiff mahogany chairs, Sara cast

one ofher quick looks about her,

'f don't like it, papa,' she said. 'But then I dare say soldiers -
even brave ones - don't really like gorng into btttle.'

Captain Crewe laughed outright tt dris. He was,voung and full
of fun, and he never tired of hearing Sara's queer speeches.

'Oh, little Sara,' he said. '\&trat shall I do when I have no one

to say soleml things to me? No one else is quite as solemn as

vou are.'
'But wh1' do solemn drings make vou laugh so?' enquired Sara.

'Because you afe such fun when vou say them,' he answered,

laughing still more, And then suddenly he swept her into his

arms and trissed her very hard, stopping laughing all at once and
looking alrnost as if tears had come irrto his eyes"

It was just then that Miss Minchin entered the room. She was

very like her hcuse, Sara felt: tall and dull, and respectable and

ugly. She hael large, cold, fish1, elres, and a large, coid, fishy
smile. It spread itself into a very large smile when she saw Sara

and Captain (lrewe. She had heard a great many desirable things
of the young soldiet frorn the lady who had recommenderl her
school to him, Among other things, she had heard that he was a

rich father u.ho was willing to spencl a Efeat deal of money on his
little daughter.

'It will be a great pril-ilege to have charge of such a treautiful
and promising child, Captain Orerve,' she said, taking Sara's

hand and stroking it. 'Lady Meredith has told me of her unusual

cleverness. A clever child is a Eireat treasure in an establishmcnt
like rnine.'

A LITTLE PRINCESS

Sara stood quiedy, u,ith her eyes fixed upon }{is
face. She was thinking somerhing odd, as usual,

'Why does she say I am a beautiful child?,she r+as

am not beautiful at all. Colonel Grange,s little s-l
beautiful. She has dirnples and rose-coloured cheel
hair the colour of gold. I have short black hair and
besides which, I am a thin child and not fair rn thr
orre of the ugliest children I ever sav.. She is br
telling a storv-.'

She was rnistaken, howeveL, in thinking she was ar

She was not in the least like Isobel Grange, who h
beauty of the regirnent, but she had an odd charm
She was a slim, supple cfeature, rather tall for her a

an intense, attractive litde face. Her hair was hear
black and only curled at the tips; her eyes were g:ree
is true, but they were big, wonderful eyes wttn
lashes, and though she herself did not like the coio
many other people did. Still she was very firm in he
she was an ugly-little girl, and she was not at all ela
Nlinchin's flattery,

'I should be telling a story if I said she was he ,

tlrought, 'and I should know I was telling a ston., I i

as ugly as she is * in my wa1,. \,tr/hat did she say rhar i,
After she had known Miss l{inchin longer she lear:

had said it. She discovered that she said the same -.i:

papa and mamma who brought a child to her school.
Sara stood near her father and listened while h

Minchin talked. She had been brought to the semLn
Lady fi{s1.6ith's rwo little girls had been educate,j
Captain Crerve had a great respecr for Lady trIeredr
ence. Sara was to be what was known as 'a pariol
and she was ro enjoy even greater privileges rh:
boarders usually did. She wfls to have a prettl' be
sitting-room of her own; she $,as to have a pon)-anc
and a maid to take the place of the ayah who ha
nurse in India.

'f am not in *re least anxious about her educac,r
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